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satisfied with rather rougher finish and a small range of
colours, I am sure that leather as durable as any ever
made can be had. For instance, I see no reason why a
country tanner, who can buy local skins, cannot pro-
duce calf leather as good as that used by the fifteenth-
century binders. The skins are the same, and the way to
treat them is well known. It may be that reverting to
the older method will make the leather cost more, but
this is not at all certain. I am now working on these
lines with a neighbouring tanner and hope and expect
to get the kind of leather I want.

Most leather is dyed with coal-tar colours, and if
wisely selected for colour and fastness, there is no objec-
tion to their use if injurious chemicals are avoided. In
the immense range of colours available, some are good
and many very bad, and some are reasonably fast and
some fade very soon. Blues and greens are mostly rather
fugitive. The colour on any leather will fade in time,
but some dyes fade to a pleasant and some to an un-
pleasant shade.

There is one thing that is very noticeable if any large
number of leather-bound books are examined. The
leather on books that are constantly handled lasts very
much better than that on books left undisturbed on
shelves. The natural grease from the hand appears to
nourish the leather, and this seems to suggest that
leather bindings would benefit by a periodical applica-
tion of some oily substance. I have tried a mixture of
paraffin wax and castor oil, and this undoubtedly gives
good results and seems to keep the leather flexible.
Sometimes there is a little trouble from the wax appear-
ing as a white deposit on the surface, but this can easily
be wiped off with a rag, and gives a pleasant polish to
the leather. Neatsfoot oil has also been tried with
satisfactory results. Any dressing of this nature that is